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Meeting: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 Place: Baldwin Wallace University
6:00 PM Assemble Colony Room, Student Union
6:15 PM Buffet Dinner Corner of East Grand & Tressel,
7:15 PM Business Meeting Berea, OH 44017 - 440-570-0009
7:30 PM Presentation www.westernreservecwrt.com
Presenter: Florence Roseman “The Torpedo Sinking Passenger Ship SS Athenia

Sept 3, 1939 — A Survivor’s Story”

As a number of you know, a few years back as a CWRT, we would host one meeting per year in which we
invited a veteran of the World War Il era to talk about their experiences. We learned from a veteran of Pearl
Harbor and from a combat soldier who fought in the Ardennes Forest, as well as heard from a German soldier
who was captured after D-Day. One year we even had a presentation from relative related to a member of
the crew that served on PT-109, John F. Kennedy’s vessel. With the passing of years, having “living witness”
stories have been harder to bring to our membership. But, through a chance opportunity over this past year,
we have learned of a talk from a survivor of the 1939 sinking of the passenger ship SS Athenia.

As background, the SS Athenia was sunk by a German U-30 submarine, the day that Great Britain had declared
war on Germany - which had invaded Poland just 48 hours earlier on September 1%t 1939. This date marks the
official beginning of WW Il and was commemorated this past month. The $S Athenia was headed to Montreal
with 1,100 passengers, including some 300 Americans. She was intercepted northwest of Ireland when sunk,

with a loss of more than 100 passengers and crew, including some 28 Americans. After the tragic event,
Roosevelt still maintained America’s neutrality.

For tonight, Mrs. Florence Roseman, age 94, who survived
the sinking of the SS Athenia in 1939 — was then a teenager
some 80 years ago. She and her daughter will be our guests
and Florence will be providing us a personal account of this
event. In place of an actual talk, we’ll first listen to a DVD
recording that she has made of her experiences. Then, after
listening to her account of events, both she and her daughter
® will then be able to answer our questions about her
experiences and of the sinking of the SS Athenia.

The SS sinking afier a single torpedo hit from the U-30.
mage thanks to Mackenzie J Gregory







